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Compromise — Michael Henderson

Compromise. % 1 . When people hear
“compromise”, they often imagine (853" 2% ) the act
of reaching an agreement (S IC# 3 %) at work or
with your partner. In my opinion, I think the feeling
of the word “compromise” can be described as giving
something up ({i] 2> % #& C % ) for something or
someone else ({i] 2> L2 7% £ D 728 12). So, why am
I talking about “compromise”?

Lately, I have been thinking about the decisions I
have had to make in life (A 2ETOHE L 722 &), and
the biggest one is probably moving to Japan. When |
left America to come here, I gave up many things. I
can’t see my family every day, or grow up as adults
with my friends (K#E &SN E L THETE W),
or eat some of my favorite foods. And in Japan, I have
to learn about a new culture, society, and language in
order to survive (4% T\ < 728 1), which is very
tiring. Maybe you're thinking now, “why did you
come to Japan then?”

I came here because while I gave up many
opportunities and chances in America, I gained many
things here (\» A\ A7 b D % 157) in Japan. I have
met many amazing teachers, students, and people. I
have learned so many new things about Japan and
myself. I improved my Japanese. I feel more confident
in my abilities. In conclusion, I achieved many of my
personal goals (il N HFEZERL L 72).

The message of this essay is not to talk about me,
but to say that in life, we have to make many decisions
(NEIIZRET 2 FEH% ). Sometimes it is hard to
know which decision is the best one, and sometimes
compromise is inevitable (1% L CTL 22722372\ C
& 2% %). And while compromise can be hard, if
your decision is something important to you, in the
end, things will be okay (§&/F > £ L W75 9).
Don’t live a life of regrets, but instead, a life of

meaningful compromises!
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Field Day — Katelyn Sondereker

A question that students and teachers often ask me
is, “Do you have a Sports Festival (;&E &)%) in
America?” The answer to this question is a little bit
complicated, so let me explain!

In high school, American students do not have an
event like the Sports Festival. For us, May is the end
of the school year, so many students are studying for
the final exams. But around this time, seniors (=4F
4 ) in high school can “catch” something called
“senioritis”. This means that they don’t care about
school anymore, so sometimes they stop coming to
school or studying because it is almost time to
graduate!

However, in elementary school, American students
have something called, “Field Day”. This is an event
that is similar to the Sports Festival, but it is very
relaxed compared to the one in Japan. The events are
often simple games like sack races, three-legged races,
water balloon toss, and tug of war.

But my favorite game is called, “Popcorn”. In this
game, students hold the edge of a rainbow-colored
parachute (»¥Z ¥ = — } ). Usually, there are two
teams, like red and blue. To play, small red and blue
balls are placed on top of the parachute.

Then, students start to shake (#ik %) the parachute.
The red team wants to stop the red balls from going
outside of the parachute, and wants to make the blue
balls fall on the ground. If there are no blue balls left
on the parachute, the red team wins. This game is

called “Popcorn” because the balls bouncing in the air

look like popping popcorn (:F v 7' a— v Z{E-> T\
%)!
What do you think about Field Day? Come talk to

us about it!

Elementary
students playing

“Popcorn”, a

popular Field Day

game in America.




Ashikita!

Have you been to Ashikita before? This weekend I went

for the first time with my friends. I swam in the ocean

several times including at night. The best part was being Michael in

able to see the bioluminescence! (A#)¥). [ had seen it Ashikita looking

once before in America, but I didn’t know you could also at the jellyfish in
see it in Japan. So it was a pleasant surprise. the water

“pleasant surprise”: to be happy about something

)

unexpected.

.

Superstitions in America

Recently in class, we talked about popular superstitions (%) in both Japan and America. So, I thought it would

be interesting to make a short list of some popular and unique (Jiiff7z) superstitions from America!

® “Knock on Wood” (K% H[I<)

> This is a phrase we say to stop bad luck. We usually say it when we are talking about some future situation

that we hope goes well. After saying it, you're supposed to knock on any wood that is near you! (— &L\ >
REMpzne 1)
» For example: “I don’t think it will rain today, knock on wood!”
® Spilling Salt (% Z133)
>  This superstition is a little old. When we accidentally spill salt, we have to grab some of it and throw it
over our shoulder JE#X L IC¥i % %1 % ). This is also supposed to stop bad luck!
® Opening an Umbrella Inside (BN CTA&% AT 5)
> People believe that opening an umbrella inside is bad luck. When I (Michael) was a child, I was always

afraid to open umbrellas inside my house or school.

There are many more superstitions that we have in America. What are some that you have in Japan?

Peanuts Comic

DON'T THROW HIM ANYTHING
HE CAN HIT...

WAW.SN0OPY,COM

© 1976 Peanuts Workdwicke LLC, Dist. by Andrews Mehesl
&
-




